The Coming of the Arabs to the Sudan
gold and emeralds and lord it over the local natives rather
than to pay taxes in Egypt. Others settled on the con-
fines of Nubia near Aswan, and these latter also estab-
lished a local overlordship which was recognised about
A.D. 1000 by the grant of the title of Kanz el Dowla at
the hands of the Fatimids. Their intermarriage with the
local Nubians is probably responsible for the name Kanzi
(pi. Kenuz') which is applied to a large section of the
Berberine stock still resident between Aswan and Haifa.
Scores of other Arab tribes were also, of course, repre-
sented in Egypt both at the time of the conquest and in
the centuries which followed, and Makrizi has left us a
comprehensive list of them as they were in his day;
but it would be tedious and unprofitable to take each in
turn and try to trace which of them found their way into
the Sudan, and which remained, as many, of course, did,
in Egypt.
The question then arises :   Why, when, and how did
so many of these Arabs go to the Sudan 1    Also :  Of the
Arabs now in the Sudan, did none come direct across the
Bed Sea ?   The latter question is difficult to answer, but
it need not detain us long.    Tradition in the Sudan would
have it that many of the tribal ancestors came by way of
the Red Sea ports, but tradition is suspect, for it would
also have us believe that these ancestors were either of
royal blood, 'Abbdsid or Ommayyad, or at least noblemen
from the holy places, and, true to type, takes no count of
the thousands of forbears who could have laid no claim
to either.   Unquestionably,  occasional  families   entered
the Sudan by this route, in search of trade or the rewards
expected by the learned from the ignorant, or as refugees ;
and other tribesmen may have crossed over seeking the
pastoral life in congenial surroundings, as, within recent
years, certain Rashdfda have done ;   but I am unaware
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